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Cabool Middle School 

2008-2009 Student Handbook

Cabool Middle School

1025 Rogers Street

P.O. Box 613

Cabool, MO  65689

Office:  417-962-3153 Ext. 202  

Fax:  417-962-0078  

Webpage:  http://www.cabool.k12.mo.us/

This student planner belongs to:
Name: ________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________

City: ________ State: ____ Zip Code:  ________

Phone: _______________________________________
CABOOL R-IV SCHOOLS

2008-09 School Calendar

August 8

New Teacher Orientation

August 11

SCA Teacher Meeting (SCA @ Cabool)

August 12-13

Teacher Workshops

August 14

First Day of School

September 1

No School – Labor Day

September 19

Early Dismissal – Homecoming

September 22

No School - Teacher Workshop (SCA @ Willow Springs)

October 17

End of First Quarter

October 23

Parent/Teacher Conferences – 4-7 p.m.

October 24

No School – P/T Conferences – 9 a.m.-12 noon

November 26-28

No School - Thanksgiving

December 19

End of 2nd Qtr & 1st Semester

December 22-Jan 2
No School – Christmas Vacation

January 5

School Resumes – First Day of Second Semester

January 16

Early Dismissal – Teacher Workshop

January 19

No School – Martin Luther King, Jr.

February 13-16

No School – President’s Day Vacation

March 13

End of Third Quarter

March 13-16

No School – Spring Break

April 10-13

No School – Easter Break (protected break)

May 15


Early Dismissal – Tentative Last Day of School




End of 4th Quarter

June 1-26

Summer School

Scheduled Make-Up Snow Days:

1. May 18 – Monday

2. May 19 – Tuesday

3. May 20 – Wednesday

4. January 19 – Monday

5. February 13 – Friday

6. March 16 – Monday

7. May 21 – Thursday

8. May 22 – Friday

9. May 26 – Tuesday

10. May 27 – Wednesday

11. Any other days as needed

Philosophy and Objectives

The philosophy of the Cabool School System is one, which believes that every child is entitled to the educational opportunities to develop to his/her fullest capabilities for living in a modern democratic society.  

The Objectives of Cabool Middle School are:

1. Provide a climate in which the student will develop respect for others and themselves.

2. Provide an environment that encourages creative thinking, stimulates intellectual 

curiosity, and promotes intellectual achievement.

3. Develop a strong sense of personal integrity and ethical values.

Mission Statement

The Cabool R-IV School District, in partnership with the patrons of the district, has a mission to provide lifelong learning opportunities to each student through a commitment to academic excellence, preparing effective, responsible citizens to meet future challenges and live productive lives.

General Rules and Conduct

Just as education is important to our society, teaching discipline and maintaining order are imperative to education.  Teaching and learning are fragile processes, difficult enough under the best of circumstances.  The special relationship between teacher and pupil requires a secure environment that is physically safe and sufficiently tranquil so attention can be focused on the task of learning.  Students can realize their opportunities for growth with an excellent school management system.

1. Fighting will not be tolerated on school property, including school buses.

2. Cursing and use of foul language is prohibited at school or school connected functions.

3. Students are not to bring objects to school that may interrupt classroom behavior or student discipline.

4. Drinking alcoholic beverages, or using any form of narcotics while on school grounds or at school-sponsored activities will be reason for suspension from school and in some instances subject to legal action.

5. Students who misbehave on the school buses or refuse to obey the bus driver will be subject to discipline by the principal.

6. Any student who shall willfully injure, destroy or deface school property (including buses, furniture, books, etc.) shall pay for the damages and be punished.

7. There shall be no rock throwing.

8. All students are responsible for listening to, or reading the daily bulletin from the principal’s office for further information about their conduct at school.

9. Once a student arrives at the school grounds or boards a school bus, he/she is considered at school.  If it is necessary to leave school for any reason after this time, the student must check out at the principal’s office.  To be given permission to leave, the students must be picked up by their family or present other proof of need to leave, such as written permission from parents.
10. General locker searches will be made periodically.  Students are to keep their lockers clean and free from clutter.   

Classwork Policy

CMS focuses on academic excellence.  All students will be expected to complete their work on time.  If the homework or assignment is not turned in on the expected date students will be given until the next school day to complete the assignment but the grade will be lowered.  This policy is designed to encourage students to complete and turn in their work on time.  After two zeros for failure to turn in work, teachers will notify parents and require after school detention for the student to complete the assignment.

Students are responsible for initiating and completing all class work to be made up when they are absent.  The deadline for make-up work shall be equal to and not exceeding the time missed.  Tests, reports, and assignments, which have been announced prior to the absence, are due on the day the student returns to school.

Power School: Parent access will be denied to anyone owing $25 in delinquent fines and/or fees.

Things Students Need To Know

Arrival and Departure:
7:30 Building Opens

7:35 Breakfast

8:00 School Begins

3:00 Load Buses
Absences:  You must come to the office BEFORE SCHOOL for an admit-slip when you return from an absence.  Your parent or guardian should call the school the day you are absent.  If your parent is unable to call, bring a note to the office from a parent or doctor’s office the day you return.  This note will be used if the student’s attendance requires a meeting with the Attendance Committee.

If you arrive at school after 8:00 a.m., report to the office for a tardy slip.  You must have a note explaining your tardy or a parent should sign you in.   If you need to leave school during the day, your parent/ guardian must sign you out.
Athletics: CMS provides 7th and 8th grade interscholastic athletics in volleyball, football, basketball, track and cheerleading.

Cheerleaders are selected through a competitive process in the spring for the following year.  One squad will be selected for fall sports and one squad will be selected for winter sports.  An individual can tryout for just one squad or both squads.  

Physical Exams: Students participating in interscholastic athletics must have a physical examination on file before he/she may participate in practice or tryouts.

Athletic Fees: Students participating in sports must pay a sports fee of $15.00 per sport, not to exceed a total of $30.00 per year.  These fees will be placed into an account to replace uniforms.  The fee must be paid before the first team practice.

Insurance:  Students participating in sports must be covered by a health insurance program that will cover medical expenses.
Bicycles: Bicycles may be ridden to school.  Bicycles are not to be ridden on the sidewalks and should be parked in the rack provided as soon as you arrive at school.  Security of a bike is the responsibility of the student. When leaving school students are not to ride between or around buses.

Back Packs: Backpacks will not be allowed in the classrooms.  Students are allowed ample time between classes to get their necessary materials.  This will eliminate carrying heavy backpacks from class to class.  Students will keep their backpacks in their lockers.

Bills, Fines, and Fees:  Must be paid before students can participate in field trip and extracurricular activities. A maximum of $20.00 can be charged for meals, fees, and fines combined. 

Bus Rules: Cabool Schools provides transportation to all students living one mile or more from the school and from several designated stops within one-mile.  If it is necessary for a student to ride a bus other than the one normally ridden, or they do not normally ride a bus, he/she must have a note from a parent or guardian and must be approved by the principal, before he/she will be allowed to ride.  Bus/shuttle rules are established by the district and must be strictly enforced at all times. Students not following the rules may have their bus riding privileges removed. 

Change of address or phone:  If you have a change of address or phone number let the office know within 24 hours.
Clubs: CMS has a variety of clubs that students may join. CHESS CLUB is open to all students interested in learning or improving their skills in playing chess. DREAM TEAM is our drug awareness and resistance club. The club is open to all students. JUNIOR BETA CLUB is our honors organization that is open to 6th – 8th graders that maintain a “B” average. BUILDERS CLUB is a service organization sponsored by Kiwanis and open to all students.  Participation in MS clubs is subject to the extra-curricular eligibility policy.                                                                            

Dress Code: Students’ dress should be free from tears and holes and of a nature that is not disruptive to the educational process of school.  Students are expected to wear clothing that is appropriate for attending classes.  Shorts, dresses, and skirts must be at least the length of the tips of a student’s fingers when their arms are down at their sides.  On some students this may still be considered an unacceptable length.  Pants and shorts are not to hang below the student’s waistline, low-riding pants, droopy/baggy pants, hip-huggers, etc.   No wheeled shoes or roller blades will be allowed at school.  The advertisement of any alcoholic beverage, controlled substance, tobacco, sex, etc., is prohibited on caps, coats, shirts, or other articles of clothing.  Blouses and shirts are to cover the midriff.  Tank tops must have T-shirts worn under them.  No underwear is to be worn as outer clothing, boxer shorts, pajama bottoms, etc.  Underwear is not to show. Hats, headgear or bandana’s shall not be worn anywhere inside the building, exceptions may be made on certain days for school activities.  No gang related items or clothing shall be worn or shown while at school or school sponsored activities. 

End of Day: School dismisses at 3:00 p.m.  If you ride a bus, go directly to your bus.  If you walk, use the crosswalks and walk in the marked area on the south drive. Only students under the direct supervision of a staff member should remain on school grounds after 3:00 p.m. If you are waiting for a parent, stay in the front entrance area of the building and remain orderly.  No student is to be in the halls after 3:15 p.m. without the principal’s permission.

Extracurricular Activities: CMS offers a wide range of extracurricular and after school activities. Students attending these activities are responsible for having parents pick them up at the designated time. If parents develop a pattern of being late to pick up their child, the student may not be allowed to attend further events. All bills, fees, and fines must be paid before students can participate in school sponsored activities.

Transportation to all school-sponsored activities is provided.  Teams and groups will use this transportation to and from the designated activity.  The student’s parent or guardian must contact the sponsor personally if a student is not returning with the group.  This change in transportation must be documented in writing. 

Extracurricular Eligibility: 7th grade: 1st quarter student will follow MSHSAA requirements. MSHSAA states any students that were promoted into the 7th grade at the close of the previous school year may participate (see MSHSAA guidelines).  7th grade 2nd-4th quarter all students will follow MSHSAA requirements, but will be allowed only 1 “F”.  If a student receives one “F” they are required to attend tutoring following the policy regulations and tutoring guidelines.  8th grade: 1st – 4th quarters all students will follow MSHSAA requirements, maintain a “C” average/5.00 GPA, and will be allowed only one “F”.  If a student receives one “F” they are required to attend tutoring following the policy regulations and tutoring guidelines.  A student must be present at least four hours of the school day in order to participate in after school activities that day
Field Trips: Field trips are arranged as an educational experience for the benefit of the students. While on field trips, students are subject to the same rules as if they were at school. A student/sponsor ratio of 20/1 will be maintained on day trips. Students that have demonstrated a lack of responsibility by being assigned suspensions for poor behavior may not be allowed to participate in field trips.  Any student receiving an out-of-school suspension during the school year will not be attending field trips.

Safety/Emergency Drills: CMS conducts periodic emergency drills in accordance with the district Crisis Management Plan.  Drills will include 2 fire drills, 2 tornado drills and periodic earthquake and in-house security drills.  Each teacher will explain expected conduct and procedures for his/her class during the first week of school and quarterly thereafter.

Food and Drinks: No food or drinks are allowed in the halls or on the bus.

Homework: Students and parents may check homework assignments daily by using Power School online or by calling and accessing the teacher’s extension at 962-3153. Students are responsible for writing homework assignments in their assignment books daily. After 8 semester absences, homework cannot be made up.

Internet Use Policy: The Internet was developed as a research tool and it has the potential to be a tremendous resource for students and teachers. All students and staff must sign a “Use Contract” before using the Internet. Violation of the contract may mean the loss of user privilege. 

Inclement Weather: Students are requested to listen to radio KTTS (94.7) or watch TV channels 3, 10, 27, or 33 for school closing. Early dismissal will also be announced on these same stations.

Library: The Library is open daily from 7:45 a.m. to 3:15 p.m. Books may be checked out for two weeks. Reference books may be checked out over night. The student or parent/guardian will pay for lost or damaged books and materials.

Lockers: The homeroom teacher will assign students a locker.  The locker should be in the same condition at the end of the year as it was at the beginning. Any locker problems should be reported to the homeroom teacher.  Lockers are to be kept neat and clean so it will close properly. Do not write or apply items to the door that cannot be easily removed. 

Lost and Found: The lost and found is located in the office. Any item found must be turned into the office immediately. Items left in lost and found after the end of the month will be donated to the Crisis Center.

Medications: The school nurse must administer ALL medicine at school. 

Possession of Medication: Students found in possession or using any type of medication will be referred to the principal.  Medicine will be administered at school if the following instructions are followed:

Prescription Medication: The prescription must state that the medication is to be given during the school day.  Prescriptions that state “3 times a day” will not be administered at school, they can be given at home before school, after school and at bedtime. When a student is to receive medication during school hours, the parent or guardian must provide the medication in the original prescription bottle plainly marked with pupil’s name, physician’s name, date, name of medication, dosage and instructions.  The parent or guardian must give written permission for the school to administer the medication. The permission note must include pupil’s name, date, name of medication, dosage, time to be administered and the parent signature.

Nonprescription Medication (NPM): Medications for coughs, headaches, etc. will be given when written permission by the student’s parent or guardian is on file at the school. This request must include date, name of medication, and signature of parent.  Medication sent to school to be administered by the school must be in the original container.  Send no more than a one-week supply at a time.  All NPM left at school will be destroyed.

Meal Cards: A computerized system is used to keep track of all meals.  Students must pay for meals before school and sign a form giving their name and amount paid. This amount is credited to their computer account. Students are issued a card number at the beginning of the year.  Each day students are given their lunch card right before lunch and turn it in as they go through the lunch line. The student’s account is debited using the card. The card is laminated in heavy plastic. Any card that is lost, bent or mutilated must be replaced at a cost of $5.00, to be paid by the student.  Students are responsible for taking care of their card.
Meals: Meal prices will be established by the Cabool school board in August before school starts.  Breakfast is served from 7:35 a.m. until 8:00 a.m. Students are not allowed to charge more than $20.00.  Once a child’s lunch bill reaches $5.00, a letter will be mailed to the parent/guardian on Tuesdays and Fridays.  After the child reaches the $20.00 charge maximum, an alternative lunch will be provided such as milk and a peanut butter sandwich.

Students may bring a “sack” lunch from home. No glass containers will be allowed. Food may not be catered into the cafeteria from a restaurant or other eating establishment. Students must have a signed permission slip from their parent/guardian before they can eat a second lunch. Second lunches are charged at full price to all students. Student freedom in the cafeteria is directly related to responsible behavior. Students will be allowed to talk, sit where they like and get a soda after they eat as long as they act responsibly. Students are expected to talk quietly, be neat, observe proper manners, be orderly and stay seated except for the time they are cleaning up. 

Nurse: If you need to see the nurse your teacher will give you a pass. Students are not to go to the nurse’s office without a pass from the teacher.

No Nit Policy:  The Cabool R-IV School Board reinstated the no-nit policy on May 9, 2005.  This states that students with lice and/or nits in their hair will be sent home from school. 

Student Council: The Student Council is an organization of students, elected by students, to serve as their official representatives in all matters of concern to the entire school
Supplies: Students are required to maintain an organizational binder as part of classroom materials. The Organizational Binder consists of a three-ring binder and the following materials: Assignment book (replacement cost - $5.00), student handbook, notebook paper, dividers, plastic carry pouch, pencils, and pens. Students are required to take the binder to every class. The homeroom teacher will explain the program more fully.

Telephones and cell phones: Students do not have access to a telephone during regular business hours.  Office staff, on behalf of the student, will place phone calls of an emergency nature. Students will not be allowed to call home for items left at home or to make after school social arrangements.  Cell phones are not permitted to be activated at school.  If a student is found using their cell phone it will be confiscated and must be picked up by a parent.

Textbooks: Textbooks are furnished by the school and will be assigned by the teacher.  Students are responsible for their textbooks. The student will pay for textbooks lost or damaged.
Valuables: Students are cautioned not to bring more money to school than is needed. If you wear glasses or a watch, keep track of them at all times. Radios, “walkman”, “gameboys”, trading cards, toys, cell phones, and other such items are not permitted at school. They will be confiscated and returned to a parent.
Visitors: Parents are welcome to visit the school at any time.  Parents and adults who have business at school are required to check in at the office. All visitors must wear a “visitors” badge while they are on campus.  No school age children from other schools are permitted to visit classrooms or remain on campus. 

Attendance Policy

Attendance:  A student may accrue no more than eight (8) absences in any or all periods during the semester.   Any student who is absent more than eight (8) times in a period during any one semester shall not receive credit.

Clarifications Regarding Absences:

1. There are no such things as “excused” or "unexcused” absences. The student is either present or absent. Notes from parents and doctors will be placed in student’s files for documentation.

2. Students attending a school-sponsored activity will not be counted absent.

3. An absence for which no information is received or is without the parent's knowledge is considered truancy.

4. Students will not be permitted to leave school during the school day without permission from the office.  Students will only be released to a parent or guardian unless prior arrangements have been made.

5. Illnesses that require the student to remain away from school for four (4) days or more under the directions and care of a physician will be considered “homebound” and will not count toward “excessive absences” for the student. Documentation from a physician is required.  

6. Disciplinary suspensions from school do not count as “excessive absences”. The days are counted but will not put a student over the limit of days.

7. Missing school for school-sponsored activities do not count as absences.

Policy for Non-Attendance:

1. After four (4) absences for one period during a semester, a letter will be sent to notify parents. 

2. After eight (8) absences for one period during a semester, parents will be notified of the student’s retention as outlined in the district’s attendance policy.  The parent may request a conference with the principal and the attendance committee.

3. After eight days of absences, without special circumstances, no make-up work will be allowed.

Procedure for Excessive Absences Grades 5 - 8

After eight (8) days of absences during a semester for grades 5-8, the principal will file a referral with the County Juvenile Office
Attendance Committee

A student may make an appeal to the attendance committee.    The student and parent/ guardian will be notified of the date, time and location of the appeal meeting.  At the meeting the parent/student will be given time to state their reasons for asking for relief of excessive absences.  The committee will consider the student’s entire attendance record for the year.  It is important that when a student is absent they turn in a note to the office. These notes will be sent to the attendance committee.  Relief will only be granted in exceptional circumstances that were unavoidable in nature.  The committee may not give more than three (3) days of relief to a student during a semester. The student may appeal unfavorable decisions to the Superintendent of School and the Cabool School Board of Education.

Procedure for Truancy

Unauthorized absence from school is considered truancy.  Students who are truant will not be permitted to make-up work missed and disciplinary action will be taken.

1. Students who are truant will be disciplined according to policy.

2. The third occurrence of truancy will result in a referral to the County Juvenile Office and the Division of Family Services.

Students have a responsibility to be on time to school and to each class:

1. Clarification of responsibility:  A student shall be considered late to class if he/she is not in his/her assigned seat at the designated time.

2. First and Second Tardy:  When the student is tardy to class the first and second time within a semester, he/she will sign a tardy sheet in the classroom.  A parent letter will be sent home after the second tardy is received.    
3. Third Tardy During Semester:  When the student is tardy the third time the student will receive a one (1) day after school detention and a letter to their parents.  All tardies thereafter will result in detentions.

When a student receives three after school detentions during one semester for tardies, the next tardy will result in an automatic one day In-School-Suspension from school.

 Grades

Power School grades will be updated weekly.  Access to Power School can be made by using your student password and ID number.

Power School is the student information system used for all middle school students.  This system allows parents and student's access to current grades, account balances, attendance information, school daily bulletin and other vital information.
 

Parents will be given an identification code to access this information.  If a student's account exceeds $25.00 power school parent and student access will be denied until the account balance is paid in full.

 

MOVIP - Missouri Virtual Instruction Program

 

Missouri Virtual Instructional Program was created through the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education.  Cabool students have access to this program to obtain lost credit or take a course that is not offered at CHS.  Cabool R-IV School District will not pay tuition for this program.  Upon completion of a course CHS will receive a transcript with the grade earned for the course work completed, which will be transferred to the student's transcript.  Any senior taking a course required for graduation must complete the course 4 weeks prior to expected graduation date.  All credit earned through MOVIP will be treated as a transfer credit.
Grading Period: Report cards will be issued four (4) times during the school year, shortly after the end of each quarter. 

Progress Reports: Students with a grade of “D” or below will receive progress reports during the fifth week of each quarter.

Honor Roll: To calculate honor roll, A=11, A-=10, B+=9, B=8, B-=7, C+=6, etc. A student must have an all class GPA of 8 or better to be on the honor roll. Honor roll certificates will be awarded to semester honor roll students.

Retention: A student who receives four (4) semester “F”s on his/her report card may be retained and/or mandated to attend summer school. A student that receives several low grades may be promoted on contract and/or mandated to attend summer school. 

Getting Help

If you are having problems, CMS offers you places where you can get help. Young people can have problems with grades, relationships, personal concerns, and many other things. The following people are here to help you:

Teachers: If you are having problems in class, the first person to talk to is your teacher.  He/she will be willing to spend extra time with you before or after school. Teachers may also help you with other problems and if you feel comfortable talking to a teacher about a problem, please do so.

Counselor: The counselor is specially trained to help students. Your counselor can help you with school work, problems with classmates, problems with your schedule, personal problems, or any other concerns. Do not hesitate to come in and talk to the counselor about any concern that you may have.

Secretary: One of the most helpful people at CMS is the school secretary. She can answer many of your questions about how things work or when you need general help.

Principal: Although the principal is in charge of student discipline, they would rather help you with a potential problem before they have to deal with it when it becomes a discipline problem.

As you can see, one of the most important jobs of people who work at CMS is to help you. If you need help or have concerns, talk to someone.

Middle School Students’ Rights And Discipline

Students’ Rights

1. Students have the right to attend school in an environment that promotes learning and is free of distractions.

2. Students have the right to attend school without being fearful of their personal safety.

3. Students have the right to be treated with respect.

4. Students have the right to due process. This includes being told what they did wrong and having an opportunity to offer their side of the story.

5. Students have the right to freedom of speech, assembly, expression, and freedom from unlawful search and seizure.

a. Equipment, such as lockers and desks belong to the school and the student is permitted to use them as a convenience. The principal or her designee may search school property and contents.

b. The principal, acting “in place of the parent” may search students.

c. Items, which are determined to be a threat to health, safety, and security or used to disrupt or interfere with the educational process, shall be removed from the student’s possession.

These rights exist as long as they do not interfere with or disrupt the educational process, threaten the health and safety of others, or promote the loss or damage of property.

Disciplinary Actions

As a middle school student you are responsible for your behavior.  You have been taught right from wrong by your parents and teachers.  You know what you should do and how you should behave. One of the major goals of Cabool Middle School is to help you develop the self-discipline to allow you to make yourself behave, as you know you should.

 If you have difficulty, we will work with you to help you improve your self-discipline.  In general there are six possible penalties for behavior that disrupts the school’s function.

1. Loss of privileges may include denial of hall passes, attendance at assemblies, attendance at school activities, participation in sports, going outside, etc. It may also include being restricted to an assigned seat on a bus, at lunch, or in the classroom. Teachers and/or Principal may deny privileges.

2. Lunch Detention, After School Detention, and/or Saturday School refers to a disciplinary “study hall” after school until 4:00 p.m. or during the lunch period.  Failure to serve detention will result in additional detentions, suspensions, or Saturday School. 

3. In-school suspension (ISS) refers to students being isolated from the mainstream of school activity during the school day. ISS is an alternative to out-of-school suspension (OSS). If students do not conduct themselves appropriately while in ISS, the time will be served as OSS.  Students may not participate in or attend any extracurricular activities until ISS is served.

4. Out-of-school suspension (OSS) Those students who pose a danger to persons or property, or are an ongoing disruption of the academic process may be removed from school.  During OSS the student is not to be on school property for any reason and may not participate in or attend any school related activities. 

5. Corporal punishment Corporal punishment, as a measure of correction or of maintaining discipline and order in schools, is permitted.  However, it shall be used only when all other alternative means of discipline have failed, and then only in reasonable form and upon the recommendation of the principal.  If found necessary, it should be administered by the principal in the presence of the teacher.  It should never be inflicted in the presence of other pupils. Parents will be contacted prior to the administration of corporal punishment. 

6. Expulsion or long-term suspension (10+ days) from school may be used by the superintendent of schools for reoccurrence of serious misbehavior or offenses.

Discipline Process

Teachers will take the following steps when students violate their responsibilities:

1. Warning student individually by name.

2. Conference with student about behavior and expectations. Send a notice home to parents about the conference and what was discussed.

3. If the behavior continues contact the Parent by phone or send a notice requesting a conference.  Loss of privilege.

4. Referral to principal

Steps may be repeated at the discretion of the teacher based on the time between incidents and the effectiveness in changing student behavior.

Major or severe violations of responsibility will result in immediate referral to the principal. Referral to principal will result in after school detention, in-school suspension, out of school suspension or corporal punishment. Violations of the Safe School Act of 1996 and other violations considered being dangerous to self or others will be reported to the Juvenile Office (JO). 

The principal shall exercise judgment in the administration of disciplinary options. Some violations of responsibility may fall under two or more categories.  The principal shall decide under which category it may be placed. The principal will also have discretion as to the level of discipline based on the seriousness of the offence.

Students with handicapping conditions will be worked with through their individual education plan, school board policy, teachers and principal.

Student Discipline Code

1. Disrespect, insubordination and/or defiant attitude of disobedience to classroom teacher and staff.

1st offense – Out of school suspension (1-3 days)

2nd offense – Out of school suspension (5 days)

3rd offense – Out of school suspension (10 days)

2. Tardies- students with habitual tardy problems may receive additional penalties.

On the 3rd tardy students will serve lunch detention, after the third detention, students will serve Saturday school from (8:00-12:00). 

3. Academic cheating, forging signatures, or falsifying documents.

1st – In school suspension (1-2 days) parent notification, and loss of credit for assignment

2nd – Out of school suspension (1-3 days), loss of credit for assignment

3rd – Out of school suspension (5-10 days), loss of credit for assignment

4. Public display of affection. 

1st – Administrative warning and letter to the parents.

2nd – In school suspension (1-5 days) 

3rd – In school suspension (5 days) 

4th – Out of school suspension (5-10 days)

5. Wrestling, scuffling, tripping, or horseplay.

1st – After school detention (1-3 days)

2nd – In school suspension (2-3 days)

3rd – Out of school suspension (5 days)

4th – Out of school suspension (10 days)

6. Improper dress, inappropriate dress, or gang related dress.

1st – Administrative warning, letter to parent, and must change or remove inappropriate dress, change into other clothing, have parent bring something in, etc.

2nd – After school detention (1-2 days)

3rd – In school suspension (3-5 days)

4th – Out of school suspension (5-10+ days)

7. Theft

1st – Financial restitution.  Out of school suspension (1-2 days), referral to Juvenile Office

2nd – Financial restitution.  Out of school suspension (2-5 days), referral to Juvenile Office

3rd – Financial restitution.  Out of school suspension (5-10+ days), referral to Juvenile Office

4th – Expulsion.  Referral to Juvenile Office

8. Vandalism – willfully causing damage to property, belonging to staff, students, or other individuals while at a school activity or on school property.  Referral to the juvenile office will occur.

1st – In or out of school suspension (1-3 days), plus restitution.

2nd  – In or out of school suspension (3-5 days), plus restitution

3rd  – Out of school suspension (5-10+ days), plus financial restitution

4th  – Out of school suspension (11-90 days), plus financial restitution

9. Lewd or obscene literature, writing, objects, materials, language or misuse of on-line computer services.

1st – After school detention (2 -3days) or corporal punishment (2 swats).  Loss of computer privileges

2nd – In school suspension (3-4 days)

3rd – Out of school suspension (5-10+ days)

10. Profane, offensive, obscene language or inappropriate language and gestures, directed at staff members.

1st – Out of school suspension (1-5 days)

2nd – Out of school suspension (5-10 days)

3rd – Out of school suspension (10+ days) 

4th – Out of school suspension (10-90 days)

11. Profane, offensive, obscene language or inappropriate language and gestures, directed at fellow students.

1st – Lunch detention (1-2 days) or corporal punishment

2nd – In school suspension (3-4 days) or corporal punishment (3 swats)

3rd – In school suspension (5 days)

4th – Out of school suspension (3 days)

12. Sexual harassment –the use of verbal, written or symbolic language that is sexually harassing, or any physical contact that is sexually harassing.

1st – Out of school suspension (1-5 days) Referral to the counselor

2nd – Out of school suspension (5-10 days)

3rd – Out of school suspension (11-90 days)

4th – Expulsion

13. Indecent exposure, sexual acts, actions, etc.

1st – Out of school suspension (5-10 days)

2nd – Out of school suspension (11-90 days)

3rd – Expulsion

14. Fighting, hitting, slapping, pushing, shoving in anger. When reasonable doubt exists with respect to the amount of involvement of an individual, the administrative staff may absolve any student from complicity in the fight.

1st – Out of school suspension (1-5 days), referral to Juvenile Office

2nd – Out of school suspension (5-10 days), referral to Juvenile Office

3rd – Out of school suspension (10 days), referral to Juvenile Office

4th – Out of school suspension  (11-90 days), referral to Juvenile Office

15. Assault and battery of another person.  Serious assault causing physical injury will result in movement to 2nd offense. 

1st – Out of school suspension (10-180 days).  Referral to Juvenile Office.

2nd – Expulsion.  Referral to Juvenile Office.

16. Threatening bodily harm to any staff member.

1st – Out of school suspension (5-10 days) Parents must meet with school administrators before students return to classroom. 

2nd – Out of school suspension (11 –90 days) 

3rd – Expulsion

17. Extortion, harassment, threatening bodily harm, bullying, spitting on another person

1st – In school suspension (1-3 days) or corporal punishment.  Injury will result in movement to 2nd or 3rd  offense penalties.

2nd – Out of school suspension (5-10 days)

3rd – Out of school suspension (10 days)

4th – Out of school suspension (10-90 days)

18. Possession or use of disruptive/harmful devices, items, etc., (i.e. firecrackers, water balloons, water guns, snowballs, rocks, peashooters, etc.)

1st – Out of school suspension (1-3 days), or corporal punishment. A dangerous device will result in movement to 

2nd – Out of school suspension (3-10 days)

3rd – Out of school suspension (11-90 days)

19. Possession of a weapon with intent to use on school property, which includes firearms, switchblades, blackjack, chains, etc.

1st – Suspension from school for a period of not less than one year.  Referral to Juvenile Office.

20. Possession of a substance with the intent to use or      pass as an illegal drug or mind-altering substance.

1st – Out of school suspension (1-3 days)

2nd – Out of school suspension (5-10 days)

3rd – Out of school suspension (11-90 days)

21. Displaying, drawings of, and photos of drugs, alcohol, tobacco, or paraphernalia are prohibited.

1st – Administrative conference and parent notification.

2nd – After school detention (1 day)

3rd  – In school suspension (2-4 days)

4th – Suspension (3-5 days)

22. Tobacco usages or possession of tobacco.

1st  – Out of school suspension (1-3 days)

2nd – Out of school suspension (3-5 days)

3rd – Suspension (10 days)

4th – Suspension (11-90 days)

23. Possession, use, transmission, sharing, or under the influence of illegal drugs, alcohol, or intoxicant of any kind, or any item (such as over-the-counter) that is represented to be an illegal drug, alcoholic beverage or intoxicant of any kind.

1st – Out of school suspension (5-10 days).  Notification of law enforcement

2nd – Out of school suspension (11-90 days).  Notification of law enforcement

3rd – Expulsion.  Notification of law enforcement.  Documentation in student discipline record

24.  Truancy/skipping class

1st – In school suspension (1-3 days)

2nd – In school suspension (3-5 days) referral to Juvenile Officer.

3rd – Out of school suspension (3-5 days) referral to Juvenile Officer.

Any misconduct or inappropriate behavior that is not addressed in this handbook will be dealt with at the discretion of the administrator according to school board policy.  The administrator may also move a student a step or more on the discipline code in serious violations.   Any violation that is unlawful in respect to the city, county, state, or federal governments will be referred to the proper authorities. 

Public Notice

All public schools are required to provide a free and appropriate public education to all students, including those attending private/parochial schools, beginning on the child’s third birthday through twenty (20), regardless of the child’s disability.  Disabilities include:  learning disabilities, mental retardation, behavior disorders/emotional disturbance, speech disorders, (voice, fluency, or articulation), language disorders, visually impaired, hearing, multi-handicapped, deaf/blind, autism, early childhood special education, and traumatic brain injury.

All public schools are required to provide parents the right to inspect and review personally-identifiable information collected and used or maintained by the district relating to their children.  Parents have the right to request amendment of these records if they feel the information is inaccurate, misleading, or violates the privacy or other rights of their children.  Parents have the right to file complaints with the U.S. Department of Education or the Missouri State Dept. of Education concerning alleged failures by the District to meet the requirements of the Family Educational Rights and Privacy ACT (FERPA).

The District has developed a Local Compliance Plan for implementation of Special Education and this Plan is available for public review during regular school hours on days school is in session in the Office of the Superintendent of Schools.

Public schools in the State of Missouri are required to conduct an annual census of all children with disabilities or suspected disabilities from birth through twenty (20) who reside in the District or whose parent/legal guardian resides in the District.  This census is compiled as of May 1 each year.  This information is treated as confidential and submitted to the Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education.  Information to be collected includes:  name of each child, parent/legal guardian’s name/address; birth date and age of each

child; and each child’s disability or suspected disability.  Should the District fail to submit an annual census, the State Board of Education may withhold state aid until the census is submitted.  If you have a child with a disability or know of a child with a disability who is not attending the public school, please contact your school district.

SB944 Legislative Summary

Safe Schools Act

Specifies that prohibitions on student possession of weapons under Section 160.261, RSMo, (requires one year suspension) and possession of weapons or controlled substances under Section 167.177 RSMo, (requires reporting to law enforcement), as well as the prohibition on student possession of controlled substances, shall apply to the school playground or parking lot, school bus, or school activity whether on or off the school property.

Student Residency

The domicile of a minor child shall include the domicile of a parent, military guardian or court-appointed legal guardian, for purposes of providing residency in a district.

Public Law 107-110

No Child Left Behind

Upon your request, our district is required to provide to you in a timely manner the following information:

· Whether a teacher has met state qualification and licensing criteria for the grade levels and subject areas in which the teacher provides instruction.

· Whether the teacher teaching is under emergency or other provisional status which state qualifications or licensing criteria have been waived.

· Whether your child is provided services by paraprofessionals and, if so, their qualifications.

· What baccalaureate degree major the teacher has and any other graduate certification or degree held by the teacher, and the field of discipline of the certification.

· In addition, districts must provide to each individual parent:

· Information on the achievement level of the parent’s child in each of the state academic assessments as required under this part; and
· Timely notice that the parent’s child has been assigned, or has been taught for four or more consecutive weeks by a teacher who is not highly qualified.
“Standard Complaint Resolution Procedure For No Child Left Behind Act Programs”

This complaint resolution procedure applies to all Federal programs administered by the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education under the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB).

A complaint is a formal allegation that a specific federal or state law or regulation has been violated, misapplied, or misinterpreted by school district personnel or by Department of Education personnel.

Any parent or guardian, surrogate parent, teacher, administrator, school board member, or other person directly involved with an activity, program, or project operated under the general supervision of the Department may file a complaint. Such a complaint must be in writing and signed; it will provide specific details of the situation and indicate the law or regulation that is allegedly being violated, misapplied, or misinterpreted.

The written, signed complaint must be filed and the resolution pursued in accordance with local district policy.  Contact the Superintendent of Schools or Cabool R-IV Board President at Cabool Schools, 1025 Rogers Street, Cabool, Missouri, 65689.

If the issue cannot be resolved at the local level, the complainant may file a complaint with the Missouri Department of Education. If there is no evidence that the parties have attempted in good faith to resolve the complaint at the local level, the Department may require the parties to do so and may provide technical assistance to facilitate such resolution.

Any persons directly affected by the actions of the Department may file a similarly written complaint if they believe state or federal laws or regulations have been violated, misapplied, or misinterpreted by the Department itself.

Anyone wishing more information about this procedure or how complaints are resolved may contact local district or Department personnel.
“Parents Right to Know”

The Cabool R-IV district is required to inform you of certain information that you, according to The No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 (Public Law 107-110), have the right to know. 

Upon your request, our district is required to provide to you in a timely manner, the following information: 

•Whether the teacher has met state qualification and licensing criteria for the grade levels and subject areas in which the teacher provides instruction. 

•Whether the teacher is teaching under emergency or other provisional status through which state qualification or licensing criteria have been waived. 

•Whether your child is provided services by paraprofessionals and, if so, their qualifications. 

•What baccalaureate degree major the teacher has and any other graduate certification or degree held by the teacher, and the field of discipline of the certification. 
In addition to the information that parents may request, districts must provide to each individual parent

• Information on the achievement level of the parent’s child in each of the state academic assessments as required under this part; and 

• Timely notice that the parent’s child has been assigned, or has been taught for four or more consecutive weeks by, a teacher who is not highly qualified.

Student Educational Records

All information contained in a student’s educational record, except information designated as directory information by the District, shall be confidential and shall be directly accessible only to school officials who demonstrate a legitimate educational interest in the student’s records and parents/guardians or eligible students.

Prior to making directory information public, the District will provide notice to parents/guardians or eligible students regarding the categories of information it has designated as directory.  In addition, the District will allow a reasonable period of time after such notice for the parent/guardian or eligible student to inform the District that any or all of the designated directory information should not be released without the parent’s or eligible student’s prior consent. 

In addition, the school official or his/her assistants who are responsible for the custody of the records and those parties authorized to audit the record keeping procedures of the District may inspect the records relating to each student without the consent of the parent/guardian or eligible student. 

The District will comply with the mandates of the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERAPA) and the Safe Schools Act regarding confidentiality of student records and disclosure of personally identifiable information.

In appropriate circumstances District administrators may disclose student educational records to law enforcement and/or juvenile authorities where necessary to serve students prior to adjudication.  Officials to whom such educational records are disclosed are required to comply with federal law governing students’ educational records.

Upon request military recruiters or an institution of higher learning, the district will provide students; names, addresses and telephone listings.  Parents will be notified annually of their right to individually request that such information not be released without prior parental consent.  Military recruiters will be provided the same access to students as is given to institutions of higher learning. 

Student Athletic Section
Introduction - Welcome to the Cabool athletic program.  Hopefully, your decision to take advantage of this portion of our co-curricular program will be educational, rewarding and challenging.  The athletic department encourages you to take advantage of as many programs as your time and talent will permit.  WE DO NOT ENCOURAGE SPECIALIZATION IN ONE SPORT; RATHER, WE WOULD ENCOURAGE YOU TO EXPERIENCE A VARIETY OF SPORTS AS WELL AS OTHER SCHOOL ACTIVITIES.  Naturally, due to conflicts in seasons, practice times, schedules, etc., some choices will have to be made by you.  Good luck to you as you strive to grow emotionally, mentally, socially and physically through competitive athletics.

Philosophy - We believe that interscholastic athletics shall supplement the secondary curricular program, and as such becomes a vital part of a student’s total educational experience.  These experiences contribute to the development of learning skills and emotional patterns that enable the student to make maximum use of his or her education.  

Goal Statement – The interscholastic athletic program provides an opportunity for maximum development of the gifted performer.  Therefore, the interscholastic athletic program is not intended for participation by all students, but rather for those who are physically and emotionally capable of highly skilled competition.  The objective of the athletic program is to win within the spirit of the rules.

The Student Athlete

The privilege you have won to be a part of an interscholastic athletic team at Cabool Schools is a true extension of your work in the classroom.  We hope you will benefit as much from your athletic experiences as you do form academic challenges.

Student participation in any part of our athletic program is a privilege which carries with it responsibilities to the school, to the activity, to the student body, the community and to the student himself.  The participation will help to develop the student physically, mentally, socially and emotionally.

Everyone involved in our programs must constantly strive for good sportsmanship.  The positive values learned on the playing field now will last a lifetime.  Therein is the educational value of high school athletics.

As an athlete, you are constantly in the public eye.  Many people look to your display o and off the field as a source of community pride.  Many young people in our school look to you as a role model.  The example you provide is seen as the standard of behavior that is accepted by everyone associated with our program and school.  

Interscholastic Activities

Cabool Middle School is a member of the South Central Association of middle schools known as SCA.  Conference activities in which CMS participates include football, basketball, track, and volleyball.  Cabool Middle School is also a member of the Missouri State High School Activities Association.  Being a member of this organization entitles our school to participate in district and state competition.  All participants must meet the MSHSAA Eligibility Requirements.  These requirements will be explained before each season by each coach or sponsor.  

Participation in any interscholastic activity is a privilege offered students and not a right.  Students who do not follow the rules of the school and the laws of the community will not be allowed to participate.  All students representing the school in a capacity must conduct themselves in a polite and courteous manner.  Students who have misrepresented themselves at school or during an activity will be subject to suspension from participation in activities representing the school.

The school district requires that a student be covered with medical insurance before being allowed to practice or compete in interscholastic sports for the school.  School Insurance is no longer available.

All students representing the school in athletics must conduct themselves in a sportsmanlike manner.  Unsportsmanlike behavior of players or fans will not be tolerated and will be considered poor citizenship.  All athletes must conduct themselves according to rules established by the Athletic Director and coaches.

Students must be in attendance a minimum of four hours to participate in scheduled practice for the day.  A student must be in attendance for the entire day in order to participate in any scheduled contest.  Exceptions, due to valid extenuating circumstances, shall be granted only through the principal.

Transportation to all school-sponsored activities is provided.  Teams and groups will use this transportation to and from the designated activity.  Parent or Guardian must be present at school-sponsored activity to sign checkout sheet releasing student.  Violations are subject to disciplinary action.

Alcohol/Drug Prevention Program

The relationship may not be obvious, but it is painfully real.  Our society has chosen to evolve into one of violence and widespread alcohol, tobacco, and other drug use.  What is accepted as normal has shifted dramatically, and what was once unthinkable is now commonplace.

Consequences of Chemical Abuse – During the school year or during the season of practice, play or rehearsal, regardless of the quality, a student shall not have in possession or use a beverage containing alcohol; use tobacco, or use or consume, have in possession, buy, sell or give away marijuana or any substance defined by law as a drug.  (The following are only minimum guidelines.  All school disciplinary action as outlined previous will also be enforced.)

Tobacco Substances
1. First Violation Penalty:  The student will lose eligibility for a minimum of 40% of the level of the competitive season, in which the student is a participant.  The student must meet all other team obligations.

2. Second Violation Penalty:  The student shall lose eligibility for the remainder of the season.    

Alcoholic Beverages

1. First Violation Penalty:  The student/athlete will lose eligibility for a minimum of 40% of the level of the competitive season, in which the student is a participant.  The student must meet all other team obligations.  The student must complete 10 hours of drug/alcohol counseling before they can participate in further athletic competition.

2. Second Violation Penalty:  The student will lose eligibility for the season beginning from the date of the violation

Mood-Altering Chemicals
1. First Violation Penalty:  The student will lose eligibility for a minimum of 40% of the level competitive season.  The student must meet all other team obligations.  The student must undergo ten hours of drug/alcohol counseling before they can participate in further athletic competition.

2. Second Violation Penalty:  the student will lose eligibility for the remainder of the season beginning from the date of the violation.

Violations Occurring In Two Different Categories:

If the second violation occurs in a different category than the first violation, then the assessment of the penalty will fall in the more severe of the two categories.  

Care Of Equipment

In order to give the student athlete a sense of responsibility and an appreciation of their equipment, each will be held accountable for the abuse or loss of it.  Any equipment lost or stolen must be paid for by the student in whose name it was checked out.

The following guideline, if followed, will reduce the chances for lost or stolen equipment.

1. Do not exchange or loan any of the equipment checked out to you to another teammate.  If exchange is warranted, clear it with the coach.

2. Except when you are in visual contact, keep your locker closed and LOCKED at all times.  This includes when you are in the shower.

3. Any loss of equipment should be reported immediately to the head coach.

4. Any protective equipment that does not fit properly or that has any defective parts should be reported to a coach immediately.  This is for your protection.

5. It is against the MSHSAA regulations to sell or rent any equipment to individuals.  The athletic department of CMS strictly adheres to the regulation.  Any equipment you may see out of the school environment does not belong to the individual(s).   Please report any such violations to a coach or the athletic administrator.  By doing so, you are not only helping the athletic department, but also the individual who must pay for the stolen item.

Basic Guidelines For Participation

1. Students are not allowed to be penalized for choosing one school sponsored activity over another.  Students have a choice of which activity to attend.

2. A student who has gone out for a sport but quits of his/her own choice, will not be eligible to start practicing for another sport before the end of the competition in the sport that was dropped; unless the head coach (of the sport that was dropped) signs a release and the head coach of the new sport involved accepts the athlete.  Written permission for this exception must also be given by the athletic director. Every athlete should understand this policy.
3. If it is necessary to be absent from practice, the student is expected to obtain permission from the head coach prior to the scheduled practice.  Please make every effort to contact the head coach in the case of an emergency.

4. Students must be in attendance a minimum of four hours to participate in scheduled practice for the day.  A student must be in attendance for the entire day in order to participate in any scheduled contest.  Exceptions, due to valid extenuating circumstances, shall be granted only through the principal.

5. In the event that detention or suspension by a student takes place, the student will not be eligible for competition until he has fulfilled the disciplinary requirements established by the administration.

6. Students must meet the academic standards for eligibility.

Miscellaneous

1. Expulsion from any program shall take place only after just cause is given to the building principal by the coach.

2. Students on In-School Suspension will not be allowed to practice, travel, or participate on the day the suspension is served.

3. All coaches and sponsors will maintain accurate and complete accident documentation records and absentee records.

4. The policies, rules and regulations of an individual school, organization or team may be more stringent than outlined herein, in which case the rules of that organization will be put into writing and given to the organization’s members after it has been submitted to the building principal for approval.

5. All student athletes must have a valid up to date physical filed in the athletic office prior to participation in that sport.

Athletic Discipline Code

All offenses referred to the principal and or the athletic director will be handled in compliance with the Student Discipline Code as out lined in this handbook.  The Principal has discretion to interpret and modify penalties as circumstances merit.  The Principal may also move a student a step or more on the discipline code in serious violations.  A violation that is unlawful in respect to the city, county, state or federal governments will be referred to the proper authorities.

A conference with the student and/or parents is always preferred to improve student behavior.
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Athletic Participation Form

All students involved in athletics will complete a Missouri State High School Athletic Association Participation Certification form prior to the first practice session.  The appropriate athletic coach shall keep all cards on file for the current season and then file them with the Athletic Director.

Spectator Behavior & Sportsmanship

Purpose of the Presentation

The purpose is to make students aware that:

· The unacceptable behavior witnessed at various sporting events at all levels must be altered.

· Concern over unacceptable fan behavior is shared by the superintendent, board of education, teachers, parents and many students.

· Programs that foster continued poor behavior may be dropped.

· After-school programs are an extension of the regular school day with all school rules and regulations in effect.

· The school’s reputation should not be placed in jeopardy because of unsportsmanlike behavior.

· School administrators are present to inform all students of the school’s expectations of spectators at all future after-school events.

What is Expected in General

· Students in attendance at after-school events are expected to have fun by demonstrating positive enthusiasm without causing harm, danger, or embarrassment to others or to the school.
· Students are to follow all rules that are in effect during the school day at after-school events.  (Use of controlled substances, swearing, fighting, etc.)
· Students are to demonstrate common sense—respect toward fellow students, opponents, players, coaches and officials.
· Students are to police their own ranks and demand proper behavior from fellow students.  One’s individual behavior can affect the total group.
· Students are expected to demonstrate respect and pride for the school
What is Specifically Expected

· During the National Anthem, students are to face the flag, not to talk, listen to the public address announcer for instructions to sing or not, and to remain still until the end of the anthem

· Proper language is to be used.  No swearing or language which is offensive to others will be tolerated.  Sports events are a family activity. Individual and group vulgarity is unacceptable, as is verbal harassment and booing of players, coaches and officials.

· Obscene gestures are unacceptable.

· Dangerous and boisterous behavior, such as pushing, shoving or fighting and passing of students, is not acceptable.

· The throwing of objects, even toilet paper, at fellow spectators, band members, cheerleaders, officials, players, or onto the playing surface, is unacceptable, and could result in an injury or the team being penalized by the game official.

· Respect is the key to good sportsmanship.  Opponents should be respected.  They are not enemies, but fellow teenagers who happen to attend other schools.

· Be modest and humble in victory or defeat.  It is easy to be a good winner and difficult to show class when you lose.

· Acknowledge good plays by both teams.  

· Be concerned with anyone who is injured.  Give concerned applause when an injured athlete is aided from the field.  

· Work together with cheerleaders for positive chants and avoid obscene, degrading or elitist cheers—when you participate in an elitist cheer, you give support to an elitist image.

Integrity

· More than anything else in this world, I wish to have integrity.  More than money, more than prestige, more than power…I seek integrity.  What is this thing I seek?

· At its root, the word means unity or wholeness.  An integer is a whole number – one that isn’t divided into fractions.  To integrate is to blend all ingredients.

· A person of integrity if unified – not divided.  This person does not say one thing and do another.  A person of integrity is at peace within and displays serenity without.

· A person of integrity is whole – not lacking any ingredient.  This person has a boldness to try and the compassion to comfort, the patience to wait, the persistence to endure, and the poise to give in.

· The person of integrity knows that honor is more than honesty.  This person realizes that honor means doing not only what the person is legally obligated to do but also what the person is morally required to do.

· Thus, the person of integrity has a highly developed conscience… and listens to it, having the courage to act on convictions.

· The persons of integrity, in other words, are obedient to the unenforceable.  No one forces a choice of a code of conduct that is a cut above the norm…it is done anyway.  No one makes the person of integrity obey the conscience…it is done anyway.  

· That is the person each seeks to be, but is not yet, and may never fully be.

In an effort to bring parents, teachers and students closer together, the Southern Texas County Safe Schools-Healthy Students Initiative is proud to announce that parent access to the PowerSchool program is now open.  PowerSchool is the Cabool School District’s student information system.  PowerSchool is [image: image2.png]i
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used for scheduling, taking attendance, storing grades, producing transcripts and more.  PowerSchool provides: *Parents and students immediate access to grades, assignments, and attendance records.*Access to more accurate information for administrators and teachers to use in making decisions.*An electronic grade book for teachers.  * Parents can now monitor their child's progress and attendance on a daily, even minute to minute basis.  

What is my User Name and Password?

For security purposes every student, parent, and guardian must have a user name and password. Usernames, or ID’s, and passwords are made up of a series of randomly generated numbers and letters. Usernames and passwords are printed on the bottom portion of grade cards sent out each quarter. Usernames and passwords can also be obtained by contacting the secretary of the school your child attends.  

What do I do if my child’s grades

 don’t add up right?

Computations for grading are up to individual teachers and many different grading methods exist.  For instance, one teacher may weigh a test much higher than homework, where another might make no distinction.  If you truly feel that a grade is wrong, please contact your student’s teacher.

What Will I See When I Log Onto PowerSchool?
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The Default PowerSchool Page
The Grades & Attendance page is the default page when you log in to PowerSchool.  This  page gives you a quick look at how your child is doing in school.  From this one screen, you have access to attendance information for the last two weeks, names of and email links to teachers, current grade averages, and attendance totals for the current term.  Parents can even check lunch account balances and the daily announcements for their child’s school building.  

Key Concept in PowerSchool:  Anytime you see something in blue it means that it is a link to more information, for instance if you click on the teacher’s name that appears blue you are able to email that teacher.  Click on a blue assignment or grade and you’ll receive additional information.  

The icons at the top of the page (Grades and Attendance, Grades History, Attendance History, Email Notification, etc.) are links to that particular information.

Cabool Middle School - Student Handbook

Acknowledgement Form
Please Complete Form and return to the middle school office.

______________________________________________

Student Name (please print)

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

Grade






Homeroom Teacher

Our signatures indicate that we have received, read, and understand the Cabool Middle School Student Handbook.

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

Student Signature





Parent/Guardian Signature

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

Date






Date

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Written Commitment For Extra Curricular Activities

This contract, in itself, will not prevent the use of drugs/tobacco/alcohol by our students, but it might help in prevention and make them more accountable for their actions.

My name is ___________________________________________________

I am involved in extra curricular activities at Cabool R-IV Schools

I have read the information in this book and understand what the district expects from me in regards to sportsmanship, scholastics, and staying free from drug, alcohol, and tobacco use while enrolled in this school.  I understand the consequences for breaking school policy.

______________________________________________       

Student Signature

______________________________________________

Date

I (we), the parent(s)/guardians of the above student, have also read the information in this book and discussed what is expected of my child at Cabool Schools and the consequences for breaking school policy.

______________________________________________      

Parent/Guardian Signature



  

______________________________________________

Date


All students involved in MSHSAA activities please sign and return this form to your coach or sponsor.  These forms will be kept in the athletic director’s office.
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